
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Lord's Table [Minister] 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Minister:  The Lord be with you. 

All:    And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Minister:  Let us pray. 

All:  Loving God, through your goodness, we have this bread 

and cup to offer, which earth has given and human hands 

have made.  May we know your presence in the sharing of 

this bread, so that we know your touch in all bread, all 

matter.   We celebrate the life that Jesus has shared among 

his community through the centuries, and shares with us 

now. Made one in Christ and one with each other, we offer 

these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living 

sacrifice.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Minister:  Among friends, gathered round a table, Jesus took 

bread … [Minister continues with words of institution from 1 

Cor. 11:23-26 or Gospel parallels.]  The gifts of God for the 

people of God. 

Communion of The People at the Lord's Table [The elements 

are distributed in the manner most suitable.  After the last 

person is served, the Minister continues:]   

Prayer of Gratitude 

Minister:   Let us give thanks together: 

All:  We offer you praise, dear God, and hearts lifted high, 

for in the communion of your love Christ comes close to us, 

and we come close to Christ. Therefore, with the whole 

realm of nature around us, with earth, sea and sky, we sing 

to you. And with our loved ones, on earth and in your 

heavenly host, with brothers and sisters around the world, 

we join in the song of your unending greatness. Amen. 

 

Adapted from The PC (USA) Common Worship Book and The 

Iona  Abbey Worship Book 

 


