Worship for 22 August 2021
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: The living God has sent the living bread from heaven;
ALL: May our hearts be filled with strength and life!
One: The Lord redeems the life of his servants.

ALL: Thanks be to God!

Hymn of Invitation — “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone, chosen of the Lord and
precious, binding all the church in one; holy Zion’s help forever, and our confidence alone.

To this temple, where we call you, come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; come, with all your loving
kindness; hear your people as we pray, and your fullest benediction shed within these walls today.

Prayer of Confession

Watchful God, you know our plight. Offended, we have not believed your words. Complaining,
we have betrayed your love. We are weak, estranged, wandering, and lost. Seeking to stand in our
own strength, we fall. Strangers to your holiness, we wander. Defenseless against evil within and
without, we are lost. Shine your light in our darkness, and guide us back to our place in you. Amen.

Scripture — 1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43; John 6:56-69 (see reverse)
Reflection — “Words of Life”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “O Jesus, | Have Promised”

O Jesus, | have promised to serve thee to the end; be thou forever near me, my Master and my
friend; I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be my
guide.

O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee that where thou art in glory there shall thy
servant be. And, Jesus, | have promised to serve thee to the end; O give me grace to follow, my Master
and my friend.

Announcements & Blessing



1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the
ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant
of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion...Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of
the Lord to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the wings of
the cherubim...And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, so
that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house
of the Lord.

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and
spread out his hands to heaven. He said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven
above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you
with all their heart, the covenant that you kept for your servant my father David as you declared to him;
you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with your hand. Therefore, O Lord, God of
Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which you promised him, saying, ‘There shall never
fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to
walk before me as you have walked before me.’ Therefore, O God of Israel, let you word be confirmed,
which you promised to your servant my father David. But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built! Regard your
servant’s prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to
you today; that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you said,

‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays toward this place. Hear
the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven
your dwelling place; heed and forgive.

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land because
of your name — for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm —
when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house, then hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do
according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all peoples of the earth may know your name and
fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that they may know that your name has been invoked on this
house that I have built.”

John 6:56-69

“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father
sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread
that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats
this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at
Capernaum.

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?”
But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend
you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that
gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you
there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not
believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that
no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him.  So Jesus
asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we
go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of
God.”



