Worship for 15 August 2021
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: Come, O children, listen to me;

ALL: I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
One: Depart from evil, and do good;

ALL: Seek peace, and pursue it.

Hymn of Invitation — “We Come as Guests Invited”

We come as guests invited when Jesus bids us dine, his friends on earth united to share the bread
and wine; the bread of life is broken; the wine is freely poured for us, in solemn token of Christ our
dying Lord.

We eat and drink receiving from Christ the grace we need, and in our hearts believing on him by
faith we feed; with wonder and thanksgiving for love that knows no end, we find in Jesus living our ever-
present friend.

Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that we have not been faithful children. We have not lived by your
law; we have remained silent in the face of evil; we have not refrained from deceit; we have not
followed in the way of peace; and we have not honored all that is true and good. We have been foolish
and immature people who resist the holy wisdom you graciously offer. Forgive us our sin, O God, and
lead us to sincere repentance through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Scripture — 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; John 6:51-58 (see reverse)
Reflection — “Desiring Wisdom”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”

O Master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service free; tell me thy secret; help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care.

Teach me thy patience, still with thee in closer, dearer company, in work that keeps faith sweet
and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong.

Announcements & Blessing



1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14

Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. The time that David
reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. So
Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established.

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and
offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal
high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared
to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You
have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God,
you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not
know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern
this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this,
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern what is right, | now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.
I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall
compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your
father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.”

John 6:51-58

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever;
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”
So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will
raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is the true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my
flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and | in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because
of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live
forever.”



