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One: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to God; 

ALL: God’s face is not hidden from us when we cry to God. 
One: The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

ALL: For dominion belongs to the LORD, and God rules over the nations. 
 

Hymn of Invitation – “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” 

 God of the ages, whose almighty hand leads forth in beauty all the starry band of shining worlds 

in splendor through the skies, our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

 Thy love divine hath led us in the past. In this free land by thee our lot is cast. Be thou our ruler, 

guardian, guide, and stay: thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

 Refresh thy people on their toilsome way. Lead us from night to never-ending day. Fill all our 

lives with love and grace divine, and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You and one another in our thoughts, 

our words, and our actions. There is a brokenness in us that reflects the brokenness of our world – 

and it is deep and broad. Yet in your mercy and healing grace, You can restore us and empower us to 

walk in the way of Christ our Lord. In Your mercy and healing grace, You can reform our paths 

toward love and justice for our neighbors and for the earth. In Your mercy and healing grace, You 

can make Your Peace – Your Shalom – a reality in our communities and lives. Amen. 

 

Scripture – Psalm 24:1-10; Romans 12:1-21 (see reverse) 

 Reflection – “The Church In The World” 

 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Affirmation of Faith (see reverse) 

 

Hymn of Thanksgiving – “O God of Every Nation” 

 O God of every nation, of every race and land, redeem the whole creation with your almighty 

hand. Where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled, in love and mercy guide us and heal 

our strife-torn world. 

 Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease, when hatred and division give way to 

love and peace, till dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign and Christ shall rule 

victorious o’er all the world’s domain. 

 

Announcements & Blessing 

 -We welcome to our worship service this morning the Rev. Dr. Roger Gench. Thank you for 

leading us in worship this day!  



 

Psalm 24:1-10 

 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for he has founded 

it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall 

stand in his holy place? Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to 

what is false, and do not swear deceitfully. They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication 

from the God of their salvation. Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the 

God of Jacob. Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may 

come in. Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. Lift up your 

heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in. Who is this King 

of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

 

Romans 12:1-21 

 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God – what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 

than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 

God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same 

function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 

We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in 

ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 

diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 

hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 

associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but 

take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 

peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if 

they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 

heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Affirmation of Faith – from PC(U.S.A.) A Brief Statement of Faith 

 We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing 

the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving 

sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and 

sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the 

world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and 

evil, delivering us from death to life eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 

nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to 

the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Alleluia. Amen. 


