Worship for 23 May 2021 — Pentecost Sunday
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: God declares: “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.

ALL: Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.

One: The young shall see visions.

ALL: The elders shall dream dreams.

One: Both men and women shall prophesy.

ALL: And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Hymn of Invitation — “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; come with Pentecostal power; give the church a stronger
vision; help us face each crucial hour. Built upon a firm foundation, Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, still
the church is called to mission that God’s love shall be made known.

Prayer of Confession

Holy and Merciful God, we do not know how to pray as we ought, and we know too well our
constant failures to do as you have commanded and to hold fast to your word. Forgive us for the
divisions we nurture, guide us to your way, keep us in your care, and lead us into faith. We trust your
word that the Spirit of truth will show us all things and grant us courage and peace. Amen.

Scripture — Acts 2:1-13; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 (see reverse)
Reflection — “The Advocate ”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed (see reverse)

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “Go to the World!”

Go to the world! Go into all the earth. Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth,
baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, for I am with you till the age shall end, when all the hosts
of glory cry “Amen!” Alleluia. Alleluia.

Announcements & Blessing
-Today we will receive the Pentecost Special offering, along with our regular offering
-Session will meet today, following worship, in the Fellowship Hall



Acts 2:1-13

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
And how is that we hear, each of us, in our own language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in
our own languages we hear them speaking about God'’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled
with new wine.”

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with
me from the beginning.

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. But now | am
going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said
these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that | go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will
send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because | am going to the
Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been
condemned.

| still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he
hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take
what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason | said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you.”

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

What is “The Advocate” inviting you to hear this day? What is being spoken to your heart? What are
you being invited to speak to those in need?



