Worship for 16 May 2021
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: Happy are those who do not ridicule and scoff.

ALL: Happy are those who delight in God’s teachings;
One: They mediate upon God’s Word day and night.

ALL: They are like trees planted by streams of water.

One: They yield their fruit in due season.

ALL: Their leaves do not wither. Their lives rejoice in God!

Hymn of Invitation — “To God Be the Glory”

To God be the glory; great things he has done! So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, and opened the lifegate that all may go in. Praise the Lord,
praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice! Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice! O
come to the Father through Jesus the Son, and give him the glory: great things he has done!

Prayer of Confession

God, though you call us to delight in your teachings, we can become cynical and full of doubt.
Do not judge us, we pray, but heal us and restore us to you. Guard us and protect us from evil, and
sanctify us in truth; in Jesus’ name. Amen/

Scripture — Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; John 17:6-19 (see reverse)
Reflection — “In the Word”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed (see reverse)

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!”

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase
of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all
the day long; this is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, all is at rest; | in my Savior am happy and blest, watching and waiting,
looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. This is my story; this is my song, praising my
Savior all the day long; this is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

Announcements & Blessing
-Session will meet next Sunday, 23 May, following worship, in the Fellowship Hall
-Next Sunday is Pentecost! We will worship in the Spirit and receive the Pentecost Offering.



Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one
hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus — for he
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.

“So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us — one of
these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the
lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

John 17:6-19

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given
me is from you; for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and
know in truth that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. | am asking on their
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now | am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While | was with them, |
protected them in your name that you have given me. | guarded them, and not one of them was lost
except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture may be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and
| speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. | have
given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as |
do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect
them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify
them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

How has a mindset of “dwelling in the word” strengthened you in times of trouble and difficulty?



