
Worship for 21 March 2021 – 5th Lent 

Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

One: In times of security and times of uncertainty, 

ALL: O Lord, hear our prayers. 

One: Confident in your faithfulness, 

ALL: We will ever praise your name. 
One: Through the abundance of your steadfast love you have gathered us. 

ALL: In the holiness of your presence, we worship and praise you! 
 

Hymn of Invitation – “Here in This Place” 

 Here in this place the new light is streaming; now is the darkness vanished away; see in this 

space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. Gather us in, the lost and 

forsaken; gather us in, the blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall awaken; we shall arise at the 

sound of our name. 

 Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away: here in this place 

the new light is shining; now is the kingdom, and now is the day. Gather us in and hold us forever; 

gather us in and make us your own; gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our 

bone. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 Holy God, you promise a life full of blessing, but we do not always believe. You incite us to 

hope, but we fall back into fear. You urge us to give freely, but we cling to what we have. You call us 

to watch at all times, but we grow lazy and self-absorbed. Forgive us. Increase our hope, enlarge our 

hearts, and keep us alert to the wonders you work in the world every day. In Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

Scripture – Jeremiah 31:31-34; John 12:20-33 (see reverse) 

 Reflection – “Covenantal Hearts” 

 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (see reverse) 

 

Hymn of Thanksgiving – “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” 

 In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies 

will soon be free! In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, unrevealed until its 

season, something God alone can see. 

 In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; in our doubt there is believing; in our life, 

eternity. In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, unrevealed until its season, something God 

alone can see. 

 

Announcements & Blessing  



Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 

took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant that they broke, though I was 

their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

John 12:20-33 

 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 

who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 

Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 

Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 

remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life will lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and 

where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say – ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 

this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 

have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 

thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, 

not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when 

I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he 

was to die. 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

What risky, courageous, faithful action can you take to help gather in the people to the Kingdom, to 

help people ‘see’ Jesus more clearly? 


