Worship for 21 February 2021 — 1% Lent
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: Come to the Lord with openness.

ALL: We seek God’s presence, whatever it brings.
One: Bring your doubts; bring your belief.

ALL: We will seek the Lord, that we may live!

Hymn of Invitation — “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health
and salvation! All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; join me in glad adoration!

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! All that hath life and breath, come now with
praises before him! Let the amen sound from his people again; gladly for aye we adore him.

Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace. You call us to trust in
you completely, but we do not. We are timid and fearful as we follow your lead. We justify our actions
and words, though we know they are not what you require. We struggle to understand the new life
Christ offers, preferring old habits to risky change. Forgive us, we pray. Help us to be born again into
the life of Christ, trusting that you have included us by grace in the family of faith. In Christ’s name
we pray. Amen.

Scripture — Genesis 9:8-17; Mark 1:9-15 (see reverse)
Reflection — “Covenantal Nearness”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed (see reverse)

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, nature’s wonder, Jesus’
wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door: gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in
praise; thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son: all at peace in health
and freedom, races joined, the church made one. Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self
alone. Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.

Announcements & Blessing
-There will be a brief Congregational Meeting today, following worship.
-Session will meet today in the fellowship hall.



Genesis 9:8-17

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: | have set my
bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When | bring clouds
over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, | will remember my covenant that is between me and
you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God
and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days,
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

How often are you aware of the nearness of God’s presence? What can you do in the Lenten season
to practice being more aware of God’s nearness, and the covenant between God and you?



