Worship for 14 February 2021 — Transfiguration Sunday
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: The glory of God shines like a consuming fire.

ALL: We have seen the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

One: The voice of God thunders like a mighty storm.

ALL: Out of the cloud, God speaks: This is my beloved Son; listen to him!
One: The Light of God radiates throughout all of creation.

ALL: The heavens and the earth show forth the wonders of God’s presence!

Hymn of Invitation — “We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding”

We have come at Christ’s own bidding to this high and holy place, where we wait with hope and
longing for some token of God’s grace. Here we pray for new assurance that our faith is not in vain,
searching like those first disciples for a sign both clear and plain.

Strengthened by this glimpse of glory, fearful lest our faith decline, we like Peter find it tempting
to remain and build a shrine. But true worship gives us courage to proclaim what we profess, that our
daily lives may prove us people of the God we bless.

Prayer of Confession

God of all glory, beauty, and grace, we have tried to hide from you — to hide our faces, to hide
our sin — yet you have never hidden your love for us. We have tried to search for you — in temples, in
clouds, on mountaintops — yet you have already revealed yourself in the face of Jesus Christ. Forgive
us, and transform us so that our lives may shine with your wonder; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture — 2 Kings 2:1-12; Mark 9:2-9 (see reverse)
Reflection — “Witness to Divine Glory”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed (see reverse)

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “Now Thank We All Our God”

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, who wondrous things hath done, in
whom this world rejoices; who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way with countless gifts
of love, and still is ours today.

All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven, to Father and to Son and Spirit now
be given: the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore, the God who was, and is, and shall be
evermore.

Announcements & Blessing
-Ash Wednesday Service on Wednesday, February 17, at 7:00 p.m.
-There will be a brief Congregational Meeting on Sunday, February 21, following worship.



2 Kings 2:1-12

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went
down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do
you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know, keep
silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the
Lord lives, and as you yourself'live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord
will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know, be silent.”

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of
the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by
the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to
the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed,
Elijak said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please
let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you
see me as | am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.”

As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Mark 9:2-9

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such
as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking
with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here, let us make three dwellings, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to
him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they
were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the
Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

How have you been transformed in your own spiritual life? In what ways do you bear witness to this
transformation for the world to see?



