Worship for 03 January 2021
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: Sing praise to God, who gathers us here;
ALL: From the ends of the earth we come!
One: With a word of promise, a spring of water,
ALL: A loaf of bread, and a cup of wine,
One: God turns our mourning into dance,

ALL: Our sorrow becomes our joy!

Hymn of Invitation — “The First Nowell”

The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, in fields
where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord, that hath made heaven and
earth of nought, and with his blood our life hath bought. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the
King of Israel.

Prayer of Confession

Holy God, you have given us everything; we have failed to respond with gratitude. In Jesus
Christ, you have given us your Word; we answer with empty promises and lies. In Jesus Christ,
you have given us your light; we try to hide ourselves from your glory. In Jesus Christ, you have
given us life; even this precious gift we have not received. Have mercy on us, O God; forgive us. In
Jesus Christ, give us the faith and power to become what you created us to be: beloved children,
full of grace and truth. Amen.

Scripture — Jeremiah 31:7-14; John 1:10-18 (see reverse)
Reflection — “Praise Incarnate ”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Celebration of The Lord’s Table

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright”

What star is this, with beams so bright, more lovely than the noonday light? ‘Tis sent to
announce a newborn king, glad tidings of our God to bring.

O Jesus, while the star of grace impels us on to seek your face, let not our slothful hearts refuse
the guidance of our light to use.

Announcements & Blessing
-Annual Congregational Meeting, Sunday, January 24, 2021, following worship



Jeremiah 31:7-14

For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shous for the chief of the
nations, proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am
going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they
shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations | will lead them back, I will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for | have become a
father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Hear the world of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away, say, “He who
scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” For the Lord has ransomed
Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the
height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they
shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and
the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, | will comfort them, and give them gladness
for sorrow. | will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.

John 1:10-18

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to
him and cried out, “This was he of whom [ said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.’”’) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the

only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

What keeps you from joyous proclamation of the presence of Christ in our lives? How will you, lit by
the star, live into a deeper life of proclamation?



