Worship for 27 December 2020
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: Christ is born!

ALL: Alleluia!

One: Jesus is among us; the Word has become flesh!

ALL: Alleluia, and alleluia forevermore!

One: We light these candles again in celebration of the fullness of Life and Light, now among us!
ALL: Glory to God in the highest heavens. Amen!

Hymn of Invitation — “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! Come, and
behold him, born the King of angels! O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let us
adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, all
glory in the highest! O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

Prayer of Confession

Almighty God, we confess that our hearts have not been open to all that you have revealed to
us in the nativity of your Son. You have shown us signs and wonders in unexpected and unplanned
ways, and yet we still try to predict and contain you to a day, a season. Open us to the guiding of your
Spirit, allow us to see all the ways and places you are present. Forgive our lack of attention, and free
us for joyful compassion. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Scripture — Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40 (see reverse)
Reflection — “Life as Christmas Morning”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “Joy to the World”

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks,
hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings
flows far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

Announcements & Blessing



Isaiah 61:10-62:3

| will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me
with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness
and praise to spring up before all the nations.

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the
Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand
of your God.

Luke 2:22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought [Jesus] up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the
law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had see the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you
are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light revelation to the Gentiles and for glory
to your people Israel.”

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed, so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and
a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of
God was upon him.



