
Worship for 20 December 2020 

Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

One: My soul magnifies the Lord; 

ALL: Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior. 

One: The Mighty One has done great things. 

ALL: Holy is God’s name! 

One: We light this candle as a symbol of the joy to be found in your kingdom on earth. 

ALL: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

Hymn of Invitation – “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 

 Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! Let every hill and valley a level way 

appear. Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. O blest is Christ who came in God’s 

most holy name. 

 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace, and tidings of salvation proclaim in 

every place. All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing. O blest is Christ who came in God’s 

most holy name. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 God our Savior, we ask for your mercy. Though we have heard Mary’s song, we still seek 

security in pride and power and possessions. Though we know your story, we resist the costs of 

following you. We pass by those considered lowly in this world. We turn away from hungry people 

who still wait to be filled. Forgive us, we pray. Help us to work for the justice you intend. Make us 

messengers of the peace you bring. As we wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of love and service. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 

 

Scripture – 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-38 (see reverse) 

 Reflection – “Life of Homemaking” 

 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Thanksgiving – “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 

 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. Christ is born 

today! Christ is born today! 

 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. Christ was 

born for this! Christ was born for this! 

 

Announcements & Blessing 

 -Darkest Night service – pre-recorded and will be posted to Facebook page 12/21, 7:00pm; 

 -Christmas Eve Service, 12/24, 7:00pm; (late service, Facebook Live video, 12/24, 11:00pm)  



2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 

around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark 

of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with 

you.” But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus 

says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with 

any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have 

you not built me a house of cedar?” 

 Now therefore you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from 

the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you 

wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great 

name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 

will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall 

afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 

give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a 

house…Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 

established forever. 

 

Luke 1:26-38 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear 

a son, and will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 

God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” They angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be holy; he will called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 

has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will 

be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

What are you hoping to see realized this Christmas season? How might you join God in making it 

into a reality? 

 


