Worship for 06 December 2020
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: The voice of the Lord declares, “Comfort, O comfort to my people.”

ALL: A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord!”

One: The earth will be transformed, God’s glory will be revealed.

ALL: As we wait, cleanse us. As we wait, mold us.

One: We light this candle as a sign of the peace that our Lord brings into the world.
ALL: Come, Lord Jesus, come!

Hymn of Invitation — “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until
the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; disperse the gloomy
clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

Prayer of Confession

Forgive us, Lord, for the times we refuse to listen to those who announce your presence.
Forgive us when we ignore the cries that come from the wilderness. Allow us to understand that,
like John the Baptist, we too are unworthy before the Lord of All. Help us to live into our
baptisms. Remind us of the beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, and empower us to be the
continuation of that Good News. Amen.

Scripture — Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 (see reverse)
Reflection — “Life of Comfort”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Celebration of the Lord’s Table

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”

“Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” so says our God. “Comfort those who sit in
darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. To my people now proclaim that my pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.”

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain. Let your hearts be true
and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, and all
flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken.

Announcements & Blessing



Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for
all her sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the
uneven ground shall become level, and rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is
like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon
it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand
forever.

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear, say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet
Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way, the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie the thong of his sandals. | have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

When was a time that you received deep comfort and peace, in the midst of anxiety and trouble?
When was a time that you offered deep comfort and peace to another in need?



