Worship for 22 November 2020
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: Honor the Lord, you heavenly beings; honor the Lord for his glory and strength.
ALL: Honor the Lord for the glory of his name! Worship the Lord in splendor!
One: The voice of God echoes above the sea.

ALL: The God of glory thunders.

One: The Lord rules over the floodwaters. The Lord reigns as king forever.

ALL: The Lord gives his people strength. The Lord blesses them with peace!

Hymn of Invitation — “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

Alleluial Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory
alone! Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: “Jesus out of every nation has
redeemed us by his blood.”

Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own; Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your footstool,
heaven your throne. As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest; here on earth
both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast.

Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive
what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a
consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open us to a future in
which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image,
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

Scripture — Philippians 2:12-18; Mark 2:13-17 (see reverse)
Reflection — “Bright As Stars”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; hark, how the heavenly anthem
drowns all music but its own! Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, from and hail him as
they matchless King through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways from pole to pole, that wars may
cease, absorbed in prayer and praise. His reign shall know no end; and round his pierced feet fair
flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.

Announcements & Blessing



Philippians 2:12-18

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at
work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without
murmuring and arguing, so that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like stars in the world. It is by your
holding fast to the word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ that | did not run in vain or labor in
vain. But even if | am being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, |
am glad and rejoice with all of you — and in the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me.

Mark 2:13-17

Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught them.
As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him,
“Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax
collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples — for there were many who followed
him. When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said
to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard this, he said to
them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not
the righteous but sinners.”

What comes to your mind as you imagine yourself “shining like stars in the world”? How does this
help you see yourself? How does this help you see others?



