Worship for 04 October 2020
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church

One: This is the day that the Lord has made;

ALL.: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

One: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

ALL: The One who made heaven and earth.

One: Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.

ALL: Worship the Lord with gladness. Come into God’s presence with singing!

Hymn of Invitation — “Open My Eyes, That | May See”

Open my eyes, that | may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me. Place in my hands the
wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. Silently now | wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to
see. Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere. Open my heart, and let me
prepare love with thy children thus to share. Silently now | wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart; illumine me, Spirit divine!

Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind
and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been,
help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Scripture — Acts 8:26-39; Romans 6:15-23 (see reverse)
Reflection — “A New Life”

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Celebration of the Lord’s Table

Hymn of Thanksgiving — “We Who Once Were Dead”

We who once were dead now live, fully knowing Jesus as our head. Life is overflowing when he
breaks the bread.

He became our bread; Jesus died to save us. On him we are fed, eating what he gave us, rising
from the dead.

This is your design; in this meal we meet you. Be our bread and wine, Jesus, we entreat you. This
shall be our sign.

Announcements & Blessing



Acts 8:26-39

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”” So
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you
are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me? " And he invited Philip to get in and
sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture he was reading was this: ”Like a sheep he was led to
the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation
Jjustice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?”” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with the scripture, he proclaimed to him the
good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing.

Romans 6:15-23

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you
not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom
you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks
be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of
teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness. | am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, So now present your
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in
regards to righteousness. So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are
ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to
God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

What would it look like, to you, to live into new life in Jesus? What would change? What would be the
same? What would others see differently in you?



