
Worship for 16 August 2020 

Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

One: God calls to us, inviting us, encouraging us… 

ALL: From where we have been to where we are, from where we are to where we are 

called. 

One: God joins us in this journey, walking beside us along the path. 

ALL: Sharing the path with us, supporting us, laughing with us, and strengthening us. 

One: There is nothing we can face that is not already known to our Lord. 

ALL: Jesus has passed this way before; he guides us and protects us, he points out pitfalls 

and teaches us to guide others in turn. 

 

Hymn of Invitation – “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

 O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright? Your people long to greet you, 

my hope, my heart’s delight! O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast, to do in spirit 

lowly all that may please you best. 

 You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill, to bring an end to sadness and 

bid our fears be still. In patient expectation we live for that great day when your renewed 

creation your glory shall display. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 

Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become 

for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a 

future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness 

and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 

 

Scripture – 1 Samuel 17:44-50; Luke 12:22-34 (see reverse) 

 Reflection – “On the Road Again: Conviction” 

 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Thanksgiving – “We praise you, O God” 

 We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 

 With voices united our praises we offer and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us. To you, our great Redeemer, forever be 

praise. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing  



1 Samuel 17:44-50 

 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the 

air and to the wild animals of the field.” But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with 

sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 

armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This very day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, 

and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine 

army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth 

may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the Lord does 

not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand.” 

 When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line 

to meet the Philistine. David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the 

Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 

So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and stone, striking down the Philistine and 

killing him; there was no sword in David’s hand. 

 

Luke 12:22-34 

 [Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 

will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more 

than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouses nor 

barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any of 

you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a 

thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither 

toil nor spin; yet I tell you Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God 

so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how 

much more will he clothe you – you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to 

eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that 

strive after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his 

kingdom, and these things will be given you as well. 

 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourself that do not wear out, an 

unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

 

Where does your heart reside? On what does it focus its energy? What change in thinking or 

outlook would be necessary for you to place your heart in seeking, above all, the kingdom of 

God? How often do you allow the vision of God’s kingdom to sustain you throughout your 

journey of faith? 

 


