
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24, 2019 

11:00 PM Service 

 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

 
 

     On behalf of our worshipping community, welcome to this 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  We pray, in this often times  
busy and stressful season, that this night will provide a welcome  
respite, as well as a chance to receive anew Christ’s peace.  
                                             Welcome. 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
 
 

PROPHECY                  Jeremiah 33: 14-16                         Pg. 645                                                    
 
 
*HYMN #88               “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”               Verse 1 
 
            
*LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES      (Responsive) 
One:    The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world.  We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of 
Christ.  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 

 All:  Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
(The First Advent Candle is lit) 

One:  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being 
through him and without him not one thing came into being. 

All:  Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
(The Second Advent Candle is lit) 

One:  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. 

All:  Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
(The Third Advent Candle is lit) 

One: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 

 All:  Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
(The Fourth Advent Candle is lit) 
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One: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth. 

All: The Light still shines! Glory! Glory! The Light of the Ages 
shines on!  Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

(The Christ Candle is lit, as we continue to sing) 

 
 

 

*HYMN   #88                “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                 Verse 7 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

   On this night, O God – on this night we confess that we do not 
want to confess.  We do not want to examine our hearts before 
you and admit to the dark places.  We want you to warm us in 
candlelight, carols, and communion.  We desire soft light 
tonight; not the blinding shining of your glory that terrified the 
shepherds.  We cannot stand in that light.  God among us, 
forgive us.  Help us hear your angel saying, “Do not be afraid.”  
Flood our hearts with the light that drives out all our darknesses.  
Straighten our backs and loose our timid tongues that we might 
sing, “Glory!”  Amen. 

 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One:  Friends, hear the Good News of the Gospel: 
All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, healed and made whole! 

 
 
PROCLAIMING:                   Matthew 1: 18-25                        Pg. 783  

 
 
REFLECTION 

 
 
RESPONDING 
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SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  
(Intinction) 

 
One:  The Lord be with you! 
All:  And also with you! 
One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

(The minister will continue the liturgy. You will be invited to 
offer any prayers you may wish to name, and to join in the Lord’s 
Prayer. Communion tonight will be served by intinction – you will be 
invited to come forward and receive the elements). 
 
 
*Lighting of Individual Candles 
 
 
*Carol                                 “Silent Night”                            #122 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
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