
Call to Worship 
One: The Lord is coming to his temple. 

All: We watch and wait for his coming. 

Reader 1: We light this candle as a symbol of the purity of heart only 

God can bring. 

Reader 2: For God shall purify his people like gold and silver, until 

they shine forth his righteousness. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 
 

*Opening Hymn #96 – “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

 

 

Prayer of Confession (in unison) 

Refining God, you have sent us prophets and we have not listened. We 

have not always determined what is best or made way for your reign 

in our lives, our church, and our society. Forgive us, we pray, and 

renew your covenant within us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

(A Moment of Silent Confession) 

 

Promise of God’s Forgiveness 

One: Hear the good news of the gospel: 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, healed, and made whole. 
One: Know that we have been forgiven, and be at peace! 

All: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

Amen! 
 

*Congregational Response (Hymn #581) 

 

The Giving of our Tithes, Gifts, & Selves to God – Offertory 

 

*Congregational Response (Hymn #606) 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ENCOUNTER GOD’S WORD 
 

Time for Children – Junior Sermon        Megan Cashing   

(Children ages 3 – 1
st
 Grade are invited to Junior Church following 

the anthem; older youth may take a ‘Worship Board’) 

 

Choral Anthem       “Hymn to the Christ-Child”                  

 

Scripture Readings 

 1
st
 Reading:   Isaiah 40: 1-11                                            p581 

             2
nd

 Reading:  Mark 1:1-8                                                  p812 

 

Sermon    “Preparing the Way”                 Rev. Jason Cashing 

 

*Reflective Hymn  #106 – “Prepare the Way, O Zion" 
 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*We Affirm Our Faith 

Glory to God hymnal, page 34 – Nicene Creed 

 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 
One: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayers. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

[Please refer to the insert.] 

 
*Departing Hymn  #87 – Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

 

*Blessing 

One: We have been blessed! 

All: We have met for divine worship, as God’s people. 
One: We have been blessed! 

All: Our sins have truly been forgiven. 
One: We have been blessed! 

All: We go out into the world as the body of Christ, bearing the 

good news of the gospel. We are blessed, indeed. Amen! 
 

*Pastoral Benediction 

 

*Choral Benediction & Postlude 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE!  Missions is putting up the Angel tree again 

this year.  In this season of giving to us God’s greatest gift, what better time 

to give back to someone not as fortunate.  On the morning of December 7, 

you will see the trees in the Narthex decorated with angels for the children 

and food gifts for the family.  Please have your gifts and food back to the 

Church by Dec. 21.   
 

Place your  Christmas cards to each other in the box provided in the 

Narthex..save some postage!  Cards will be given out on Dec. 14 and 21.   
 

Congregational Care needs donated items (lead crystal vases, picture 
frames, etc.) for a silent auction/raffle at the Advent Celebration on Dec 11.  
Money raised will be seed money for the Home-Coming Event 2016.  Call 
Ingrid Phoenix or Baerbel Turcotte with questions.  Donations needed 
ASAP. 
 

Sign-up sheets in Narthex for Advent Celebration (Dec. 11, 6 p.m.) for 

Chili/Soup Contestants.  Also five (5) judges are needed.  Please sign-up for 

either. 
 

Camp Hanover’s "A Hanover Christmas" (Dec. 12 and 13, 6-9 p.m.) is 

suitable for all ages and abilities. You  become immersed in the Christmas 

Story as you follow a lit trail though the woods, meeting Mary, Joseph, and 

other characters along the way. You'll end up in Wise Lodge, camp's dining 

facility for music, refreshments, and fellowship.  
 

Camp Hanover’s “Winter Camp” (Dec. 28-30) is now accepting camper 

applications.  The Camp is open to the public.  Youth in Grades 5 through 12 

are eligible to attend.  Please contact Camp Hanover staff at 804-779-2811 

for more information.  
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